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Introduction

Kanagawa Institute of Technology aims to become an accessible campus and is working with
the local community to promote disaster prevention measures. This time, we planned a two-
day international event, and on the first day we held a grassroots meeting with people with
disabilities from Asian countries entitled "International Exchange: Disability and Disaster
Prevention" Grassroots Meeting. 82 people from 10 countries registered to participate, and
we discussed the situation in each region, initiatives, and thoughts on disaster prevention. On
the second day, we held “Seminar to consider inclusive disaster prevention together with
international organizations”, with 109 participants from 15 countries registering, and we held
three seminars on disaster prevention measures for people with disabilities in Asia and the
experience of the Great East Japan Earthquake. A report and panel discussion were held.

In light of the fact that people with disabilities tend to be left behind as the number of natural
disasters increases in Asia, we believe that it is important to implement measures to resolve
issues in the future, and that this requires cooperation among all concerned parties, including
those affected.

The main contents are divided into two reports, so we hope you will read them.

October 1, 2023

Yoshimichi Ogawa, Director of Center for Regional Cooperation and Contribution, KAIT
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Opening remarks

Kanagawa Institute of Technology
Research Center for Regional Cooperation and Disaster Care

Center Director / Professor Toshihiko Yamaka

Thank you very much everyone for participating in the "International Seminar on

Disability and Disaster Prevention", today.

Kanagawa Institute of Technology is celebrating its 60th anniversary this year, and

various events are scheduled to be held. This seminar is the start of that process.

When our university was founded, we established two pillars: education and research,
as well as “contribution to the local community." The research process is important for
nurturing the next generation, and research results must be disseminated to local

residents and the world to contribute to society.

In recent years, serious natural disasters caused by abnormal weather have frequently
occurred around the world, and it is necessary to exchange information on disaster
countermeasures not only with Japan but with many other countries. We believe that

responding to people with disabilities or illnesses is a particularly important issue.

Through clinical engineering, I am working to develop and disseminate tools that allow
anyone to easily communicate with hospitals during emergencies, both during normal
times and during disasters. In addition, I am working as a representative of the Japan
Hemodialysis Assistance Team in Disaster: JHAT, which supports the continuation of

dialysis medicine during disasters.

Today, we will hear from three people about their disaster prevention practices and
recommendations in the Asian region, including Japan. We will also have three more
experienced panelists join us for discussion. We hope that this seminar on “"Disability

and Disaster Prevention" will be a meaningful one for everyone participating today.

I hope you will watch it until the end. Thank you very much.
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International seminar overview

This international seminar (on the second day) received 109 registrations from 16
countries, including 38 from overseas and 71 from Japan, indicating a high level of
interest. Since the conference was entitled "Seminar on Disability-inclusive Disaster
Risk Reduction in Asia and Pacific," participating countries were widely distributed.
They are Indonesia, the Philippines, Myanmar, Cambodia, Bangladesh, India, Nepal,
Pakistan, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Vietnam, Fiji, Bhutan, Kyrgyzstan, and Japan.

First, three reports on "disaster prevention and support for people with disabilities" were

presented.

The first speaker, Somchai-san, introduced the background, targets, and specific training
programs for promoting comprehensive disaster prevention for people with disabilities
in Southeast Asia. The second speaker, Kendra-san, introduced specific activities to build
a local foundation for disaster prevention in Iloilo City, Philippines. Thirdly, Imamura-
san talked about the situation of the Great East Japan Earthquake, the support
activities of organizations by people with disabilities, and the recommendations he made
from his experiences.

After receiving these three reports, a panel discussion was held.

The first reporter, Somchai-san, gave the following report.

The APCD to which Somchai-san belongs was established through collaboration between
the Japanese and Thai governments. He is working on a variety of issues related to
disabilities in the Asia-Pacific region, but this time we had his focus on disability-

inclusive disaster prevention.

During the three years from 2020 to 2022, they were in the middle of the coronavirus
pandemic, so it needed big effort to develop a program with the participation of ASEAN
countries. The program's targets are governments, disability support organizations, and
organizations of people with disabilities, and the guiding principles are inclusion,
awareness, participation, practice, sustainability, and the development of knowledge and
skills. International tools include the Sendai Framework, the Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities, the Incheon Strategy, and the SDGs Strategy.

Somchai-san focused this program on instructor training and introduced his practice.



This time, due to the coronavirus pandemic, online training was included, but in order
to have more countries participate in the training, a hybrid training of online and face-

to-face methods will continue. It is expected.

In the future, the activities of the participants will be tested to determine how to utilize
the human resources who participated in the training. Furthermore, we look forward to

continuing and developing efforts in the future.

The second reporter, Kendra Hirata, gave the following report.

Kendra-san gave a report on disaster prevention activities in Iloilo City, Philippines. He
introduced the two-term project from 2012 to 2017, and reported on his visit to the area
this year in 2023 to understand the progress of the project since then. Furthermore, even
after the project ended, it was shown that the project continued to be implemented while
making progress. The activities were introduced through many photographs, which
vividly demonstrated the participation of people with disabilities from the planning

stage to the implementation stage.

Natural disasters in Iloilo City are typhoons, floods, water shortages, fires, storms, and
earthquakes. Therefore, the first phase included network building, map making,
evacuation drills, accessible facilities, and disaster education, and the second phase
included crisis management, emergency medical service staff training, and the drafting
of city ordinances. An important guiding principle of this project is that vulnerable
people want to be included in the process and can play an active role. In other words,
people with disabilities are looking for hands-on participation, not just sitting in a
conference room. This inclusion of people with disabilities as a key stakeholder group is

an important element.

A total of more than 13,000 people have participated in the project's five-year activities.
Six years after this project was completed, he showed us the progress that has been made
in the photos. It makes clear that people with disabilities are key contributors to making

disaster prevention programs more diverse and inclusive.

Thirdly, Noboru Imamura gave the following report.
Imamura-san, who suffered a cervical spinal cord injury 30 years ago and uses a
wheelchair, introduced the activities of DPI-Japan, an organization of people with

disabilities.



Imamura-san points out the problems: not being able to go to an evacuation center, not
being able to live there even if he can go to an evacuation center, not knowing where it
is, not having enough people to accept, and lack of information and supplies. He says
that evacuation centers are places where there is a huge barrier that prevents people

from reaching them.

His final point is that it is better to "coexist with nature rather than overcome it," and
that by moving from a "society that tolerates discrimination to one that is inclusive,"

nn

"true" "regional development" can be achieved.
Imamura-san's most memorable words were, ~"During disasters, everyday problems
come to the fore." He felt that if we have an inclusive daily life, we can often overcome

disasters.

< Panel discussion >

After listening to the reports from the three speakers, Huyen-san from DP Hanoi in
Vietnam and Etsuko Ueno-san from the CBID Committee of the Japan Rehabilitation

Association for Persons with Disabilities participated as panelists.

Huyen-san shared her impressions from the report and asked questions to the speakers.
What all three speakers had in common was the need to change people's consciousness.
Three points were raised as impressive. In other words, (1) disaster prevention activities
with the participation of people with disabilities, (2) the importance of human resource
development, and (3) the importance of collaboration. The importance of human resource
development was demonstrated to the government, NGOs, and organizations of people

with disabilities.

Also, she had a question for Somchai-san: “What kind of activities do you expect those
who complete the training to do?” Participants from Vietnam were asked how they would
use the handbook distributed during the training, and if they would be able to receive

assistance with translating it into Vietnamese.

(Answer from Somchai-san)



I would like the handbook to be customized and used to suit local conditions. They also
said that they would like to translate it into the languages of each country and make it

available for download online as an e-book.

(Comment from Kendra)
(Please give us your opinion on how to create continuity and expansion in human
resource development (Ogawa).)

+ It is important to provide comprehensive training to local government employees and
make them aware of the significance.

- It is important to train not only residents but also people in positions involved in policy
making.

+ It 1s necessary to discuss the division of roles and their contents with citizens,
councilors, and city officials.

- When implementing the project, eight ordinances were changed to incorporate

inclusion. Changing this ordinance was of great significance.

(Comment from Imamura-san)

 The headquarters was set up by disabled people, not for them.

+ People with disabilities tend to be assumed to be on the receiving end of support, but
they can be involved in community development.

* During a disaster, it may be difficult for non-disabled people to see or hear, and it may
be difficult to find your way to a destination such as an evacuation center. These
conditions can be said to be the same as those with visual impairment, hearing
impairment, and intellectual disability.

+ If we build community that take into account the characteristics of each type of
disability, we will be able to create community that is resilient to disasters and a society

that is comfortable for all people to live in.

Then, the commentator, Ueno-san said the following.
* Practices for an inclusive society are carried out in the community, and individual
responses to disaster prevention are carried out in the community.

* The key point is what role people with disabilities play in regional development.

She think the basics are for a variety of people to meet and do fun things.
She also introduced a practical example from Kodaira City. “"Concerts created by

everyone" are held in the form of an executive committee. Elderly people are also



participating, regardless of whether they have a disability or not. The meetings are
facilitated by people with disabilities.

This is just one example, and can be considered in various situations such as sports and
recreation. At Huyen-san’s Association in Vietnam, people without disabilities are
participating in sports activities of people with disabilities. It would be a good idea to use
this format for disaster prevention training as well. Ueno-san suggested that we try

something fun at first.

Ueno-san said that it is important to take care of your feet, do simple and fun things,

and incorporate them into your daily life.

Finally, professor Yamaka (Director of the Research Center for Regional Cooperation and
Disaster Care) gave the following impressions.

“I want to talk about something that I feel strongly about. In this day and age of great
disasters, there is nothing that can be postponed. I strongly felt the limits of self-help
and the importance of mutual help and collaboration among related parties. Human
resource development is something that needs to be addressed as soon as possible. I am
the representative of JHAT, but there are currently few candidates. We believe that
student education is one of the important activities as a solution. We recognize the need
to provide disaster prevention education to young people.

I agree with Ueno-san's opinion. I think it is important to have face-to-face relationships

first, and I would like to put that into practice.”

(Responsibility for writing: Yoshimichi Ogawa)
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Web questionnaire answers and comments for the 2nd day “International Seminar”

<Day 2> International Seminar (Webinar) “DiDDR”
Number of registration applicants: 109 people
(Overseas 38 people, Japan 71 people)
Questionnaire results (number of responses: 27)

Was it a meaningful meeting?

Yes. 26, No. 1
Did you gain new knowledge or ideas?
Yes. 26, No. 1

Comment: 17
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<< Participant’s Comments and Ogawa’s responses >>

We received responses from the 27 people who attended the meeting, and the comments

they provided are shown below. The "response" is a comment from Ogawa, the moderator.

“Let’s create the platform to discuss more on DIRR. Thank you so much for the
opportunity.”
(reply)

I agree. We need a platform where we can have further discussions.



“Thank you so much for sharing the initiatives of Iloilo City. We will continue what
have we started since the CBARAD Project. Persons with disability must be ready and
resilient during disaster.”

(reply)
I believe that the empowerment of people with disabilities will lead to the empowerment

of the community.

“It was a meaningful for us. We will try to practice it.”
(reply)
Yes, that's right.

“This does not indicate knowledge of how implement them.”
(reply)
Sorry, you was unsatisfied. Rather than transferring knowledge and skills, our aim was
to have the participants reflect on the attitudes and mindsets. I also think it will be a

good opportunity to get to know groups and individuals.

“Not only disaster drills, I learned it's important to community relationships. And when
a disaster occur, we may see nothing or can't hear anything even our bodies are healthy.
I think it's real. This seminar is really meaningful for me. Thank you so much.”

(reply)

Thank you for recognizing the purpose of the seminar.

“It would be better if there are English subtitles.”
(reply)
It seems that the subtitle function was not displayed correctly this time, and some people

were rather stressed. I would like to consider how to deal with this.

“I am impressed that Iloilo City (Philippines) has 8 ordinances of DIDRR. I would like
to know what they are.”
(reply)
I was also very inspired by the organization and activity process of the "Disability and
Disaster Prevention" project in Iloilo City. There is also a report in Japanese on JICA's
website, but if you would like to know more, please contact Kendra and he will be able

to tell you.



“Please keep in touch I hope to meet everyone in person and thanks you for your
presentation it's very useful which I could learn about it.”
(reply)
I would also like to continue to keep in touch with the presenters and the participants. I
would like all participants to take this seminar as an opportunity to create a human

network. Each group has a website, so I think it's easy to contact them.

<The above comments are in English. The following is an English translation of the

Japanese comment.>

“I reaffirmed that an inclusive society in daily life leads not only to disaster prevention
but also to the creation of a safe and secure community. Thank you very much.”
(reply)
The common word in all the speakers' reports was "inclusive society." We recognize that

promoting disaster prevention means creating an inclusive society.

“T would like to see a hybrid event next time. I thought it would be a good idea to meet
face-to-face and talk while exchanging business cards. Thank you very much for the two
days.”

(reply)
You are right. It is important to be able to have honest discussions face-to-face. Although
zoom has its advantages, I also felt that it was difficult to manage. It would be great if it

could be held in a hybrid format.

“T would have liked to know more specific details about the report on initiatives in
Thailand.”
(reply)
There were no specific initiatives in Thailand included in the theme. There were several
participants from Thailand, so I think it would be great to be able to connect with them.

Please contact us if you need it.

“It was a very interesting seminar. I was able to hear the practices of various countries,
and also learned that it is important to make disability-inclusive efforts on a daily basis
for disaster prevention. Thank you very much!”
(reply)

I agree with you.



“In the event of a disaster, it would be desirable for people with disabilities to be able
to evacuate to shelters in the same way as non-disabled people in the community. As
mentioned by the panelists, there is a problem that relief supplies such as food are
difficult to reach immediately when people are at home. With the aim of resolving this
problem, I felt that there was a need for an educational initiative to teach people with
disabilities and families to prepare a stockpile for disaster prevention. In addition,
although it is costly to prepare disaster stockpiles at home in case of a disaster, there
will be a system in the future that allows households with low incomes to receive
financial support from the government. I thought it would be good to think about it.”
(reply)

Thank you for your detailed suggestions. I believe that by implementing each of these
suggestions one by one, we will be able to improve our disaster prevention measures. I

would like to use it as a reference.

“When it comes to disaster prevention, I was reminded once again of the importance of
connecting with people on a daily basis.
I learned that self-help and mutual help are at the citizen level, and that working on
them in a variety of ways can help people connect. Although there are many challenges
to overcome, it is important to continue our activities. Thank you very much.
The two-hour seminar with an interpreter was quite difficult.”
(reply)
As you said, it was definitely more than two hours (actually one hour, with an interpreter
included). I was a little too greedy. In the future, I would like to hold seminars with a

structure that takes more time into consideration. Thank you.

“T hope that you will continue to hold such meaningful seminars in the future. Thank
you very much. The sign language and English interpreters were also wonderful. Please
extend my thanks to all the staff members for their hard work.”

(reply)

Thank you for your very encouraging comments. Thank you for your continued support.

“Thank you very much for your very meaningful project. The idea of starting with
something simple and fun resonated with me. We would like to thank the staff and
everyone involved in preparing and organizing the event.”

(reply)



We didn't have time to touch on Ueno-san's "fun things" in detail, but if you want to have

some information about it, please contact us.

“We are working with local organizations for the hearing impaired to create barrier-
free facilities during disasters. I learned a lot from this seminar. I once again thought
that it is important for persons with disabilities from the community not only to attend
the conference, but also to get involved in the planning and put it into practice.”

(reply)
Barrier-free access during disasters is an important initiative. I believe that if future
results are shared with other regions, disaster prevention measures will be widely

improved. Thank you for your support.

“You suggested the important role of the university.
I hope that disaster prevention education will become more widespread and
implemented at universities.”
(reply)

Thank you for your encouragement.

“I heard a variety of reports and received many suggestions. Thank you. We felt that
there was still more we could do.”
(reply)

Thank you for your continued support.
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HZH A+ —E (List of reference sites)

< /1H# Cooperating organizations>

JICA(Japan International Cooperation Agency)
E3|US A ALy 72

https://www.jica.go.jp/english/index.htm]l (English site)

disaster.pdf (jica.go.jp) (Japanese site)

jica_disaster prevention.pdf (Japanese)

JICA thxfrli « FEE LR SH 7T v b7 4+ — L4

https://www.jica.go.jp/activities/issues/social sec/platform.html (Japanese)

Asia-Pacific Development Center on Disability
TOTRFEEEEE S —
https://www.apcdfoundation.org/ (English)

JSRPD(Japanese Society for Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities)
AARBEEZE Y LY T —va s

https://www.jsrpd.ip/en/ (English)

Duskin AINOWA Foundation

BA K B DR

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LS6ET-mfcs movie site(English subtitles)
FAFUEER ) =S =y T Tur T h

Duskin Leadership Program of People with Disabilities

https://www.normanet.ne.jp/~duskin/english/index.html (English)

DPI-Japan
BEEAVF—Fva P VARSE
https://www.dpi-japan.org/en/ (English)

CityNet - Plus Arts Center for Creative Partnerships)
VTARY MT TR T
http://plus-arts.net/info/ (Japanese)



https://www.jica.go.jp/english/index.html
https://www.jica.go.jp/Resource/activities/issues/disaster/ku57pq00002cy5n0-att/disaster.pdf
https://www.jica.go.jp/Resource/activities/issues/disaster/ku57pq00001p03o3-att/jica_disaster_prevention.pdf
https://www.jica.go.jp/activities/issues/social_sec/platform.html
https://www.apcdfoundation.org/
https://www.jsrpd.jp/en/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9LS6ET-mfcs
https://www.normanet.ne.jp/~duskin/english/index.html
https://www.dpi-japan.org/en/
http://plus-arts.net/info/

DP Hanoi
N A BEEGS
http://dphanoi.org.vn/vi-vn/ (Vietnamese)

<2 MH{& Sponsoring organization>

International Soroptimist of Atsugi
EEEY v 7FF I 2 MEK

https://atsugi-soroptimist.org/ (Japanese)

SOMPO-Japan
BRI ¥ R GER)IZEEARZED

https://www.sompo-japan.co.jp/ (Japanese)

<FEfEM{& Management organization>

&) | TR K F(KAIT)

Kanagawa Institute of Technology
https//www.kait.jp/ (Japanese)
https://en.kait.jp/index.html (English)

KAIT g K E s T e o & —
Research Center for Regional Cooperation and Disaster Care, KAIT

https:/kait-ccd.jp/ (Japanese)

KAIT sulsiEss - Rk #—
Center for Regional Cooperation and Contribution, KAIT
https://cp.kanagawa-it.ac.jp/cce/ (Japanese)



http://dphanoi.org.vn/vi-vn/
https://atsugi-soroptimist.org/
https://www.sompo-japan.co.jp/
https://www.kait.jp/
https://en.kait.jp/index.html
https://kait-ccd.jp/
https://cp.kanagawa-it.ac.jp/ccc/

< &% IR TEEEH 11 1B 58%E Y1 b reference sites concerning the Seminar>

EEE OWAICET 250 (BBFF : BEHEHERN)

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/gaiko/jinken/index_shogaisha.html (Japanese)
https://www.mofa.go.jp/fp/hr_ha/page23e_000553.html (English)

((IIN=p S i

5 3 [EIELERS KAt R

Sendai Framework

Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction
https://www.bousai.go.jp/kokusai/kaigi03/index.html (Japanese)

https://www.preventionweb.net/news/historic-framework-agreement-sets-goals-reduce-

loss-life-livelihood-third-world-conference (English)

il B FEfL7 2015-2030

https://www.bousai.go.jp/kokusai/kaigi03/pdf/10sendai kariyaku.pdf (Japanese)
https://www.bousai.go.jp/kokusai/kaigi03/pdf/10sendai e.pdf (English)

A v F a VK
Incheon Strategy

https://www.preventionweb.net/news/historic-framework-agreement-sets-goals-reduce-

loss-life-livelihood-third-world-conference (Japanese)

https://www.maketherightreal.net/incheon-strategy (English)

TITHREF—
The Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC)
https://www.adrc.asia/ (English)

https://www.adrc.asia/top j.php (Japanese)



https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/gaiko/jinken/index_shogaisha.html
https://www.mofa.go.jp/fp/hr_ha/page23e_000553.html
https://www.bousai.go.jp/kokusai/kaigi03/index.html
https://www.preventionweb.net/news/historic-framework-agreement-sets-goals-reduce-loss-life-livelihood-third-world-conference
https://www.preventionweb.net/news/historic-framework-agreement-sets-goals-reduce-loss-life-livelihood-third-world-conference
https://www.bousai.go.jp/kokusai/kaigi03/pdf/10sendai_kariyaku.pdf
https://www.bousai.go.jp/kokusai/kaigi03/pdf/10sendai_e.pdf
https://www.preventionweb.net/news/historic-framework-agreement-sets-goals-reduce-loss-life-livelihood-third-world-conference
https://www.preventionweb.net/news/historic-framework-agreement-sets-goals-reduce-loss-life-livelihood-third-world-conference
https://www.maketherightreal.net/incheon-strategy
https://www.adrc.asia/
https://www.adrc.asia/top_j.php
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