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Damage situation of persons with disabilities in the Great East Japan 
Earthquake and the actual situation and issues of support activities

for persons with disabilities
- Inclusive disaster prevention that leaves no one behind -

Deputy -chief Secretariat, DPI -Japan
Noboru Imamura
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Self- introduction
1964 Born in Iida City, Nagano Prefecture
1993 Cervical spinal cord injury: quadriplegia
1995 during the Great Hanshin Earthquake, on a 
national rehabilitation Hospital bed
2002 Established STEP Edogawa
2011 Film screening & Talk Live on the theme of 
nuclear power plants four days before the Great 
East Japan Earthquake
2011 Tohoku Great Kanto Earthquake Relief 
Headquarter for Persons with Disabilities Public 
Relations Officer
2016 Involved in support for persons with 
disabilities after the Kumamoto earthquake
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Things to talk about today

1. Disasters in Photos
ʾThe Great East Japan Earthquake
ʾKumamoto Great Earthquake
ʾWestern Japan torrential rain

2. Disasters and obstacles
ʾLaunching a relief headquarters
ʾIssues that surfaced
ʾProvision of information on 

disabilities
ʾFrom recovery to reconstruction 

(recommendation)
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March 11, 2011 The Great East Japan Earthquake
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100 residents and staff sacrificed
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200 100

Of the approximately 200 residents and staff, half of them, 100, died.
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A large crane at a thermal power plant is bent.
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Villages along the coastline: All washed away



ΜϩΦ◕לḰ Coastal area of Iwaki City
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There are traces of waves all the way 
down to the bottom of the signboard.
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The largest embankment in the Orient was destroyed
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Temporary housing for wheelchair users

There are two steps at the entrance
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Temporary meeting place

There were no ramps in the 
individual temporary housing 
units, but there was a ramp in the 
meeting hall and a wheelchair -
accessible toilet inside.
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The meeting hall has a large wheelchair -accessible restroom.
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Large-scale disasters and
subsequent concentration of damage
1995 Great Hanshin -Awaji Earthquake
2004 Niigata Chuetsu Earthquake
2011 Great East Japan Earthquake
2016 Kumamoto Earthquake
2018 Northern Osaka Earthquake, Heavy rain in western Japan, Typhoon No.21

Hokkaido Eastern Iburi Earthquake
2019 Typhoon No. 15(Damage in Chiba Prefecture)

Typhoon No. 19(Large-scale flooding in various parts of eastern Japan)


